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The Constitution and By-Laws of IAFF Local 337 – The Euclid Association of Professional Fire Fighters

Article I

Name

Section 1
This organization shall be known as the International Association of Fire Fighters Local 337, The Euclid Association of Professional Fire Fighters.

Section 2
References in this Constitution and By-Laws to “Local Union” shall refer to the Local set forth in Section 1 above, and references to “Association” or “International” shall refer to the International Association of Fire Fighters.
Section 3
This Local Union, its officers, representatives, and members shall recognize, observe and be bound by the provisions of the Constitution  and By-Laws of the International, by the International President, the resolutions, decisions, and directives of the Executive Board of the Association, and by the resolutions adopted and policies established by the delegates at conventions. Article XIII of the Constitution and By-Laws is recognized as providing the basic rules governing this Local.

Article II 
Jurisdiction

Section 1
Jurisdiction shall be as follows: All persons engaged in firefighting, fire prevention, and emergency medical services who are permanent and paid, full-time employees of the Euclid Fire Department, who have successfully passed the necessary Civil Service examinations for appointment to the Euclid Fire Department.

Article III
Membership
Section 1
Active – Any person of good moral character who at the time of making application is engaged in service within the jurisdiction of this Local as given in Article II, will be eligible for active membership.

Section 2
Honorary – For meritorious service to this Local or for distinguished public service, persons may be elected honorary members by majority vote of the membership at any regularly scheduled Local meeting. Honorary members shall not pay initiation fees, dues or other charges and shall have no voice or vote in the Local. Such membership may be revoked for just cause.

Section 3
President Emeritus – Te position of President Emeritus shall carry with it the privilege of a lifetime membership as an active retired member of the IAFF at the expense of Local 337.


This position shall also carry with it the duty to advise and consult with the Local President and/or the Local Executive Board upon request when such service is desired in the best interested of Local 337.
                                       The following past Presidents of the Local have been honored with, and have accepted, the position of President Emeritus:

                                       Patrick Boyce  
                                       Bernie Harchar
                                       Greg Skok

Section 4
Maintenance of good standing – Membership in good standing includes any individual who has fulfilled the requirements for membership in the Local, and who has not voluntarily withdrawn, become ineligible for continued membership, or been suspended or expelled as provided for in the Constitution and By-Laws of the International Association of Fire Fighters, or the Constitution and By-Laws of this Local.

Section 5
Separation – When any member in good standing is separated from the service, or is promoted to a position within the Local department which is excluded by contract from Local membership, such member upon his/her request shall be issued a withdrawal card.


A member who is elected as an officer in the International Association of Fire Fighters, or who is elected or appointed as a representative of, or to, an affiliated labor organization, shall retain his active membership in this Local.

Section 6
Delinquent members – Members who fail to pay their dues or assessments within the periods prescribed by the Constitution and By-Laws of the International Association of Fire Fighters, or as required by this Constitution and By-Laws, shall be notified by the Local Treasurer or other proper Local Officer that they are delinquent and will be automatically suspended and lose their good standing if payment is not made within sixty (60) days following such notification. Delinquent and suspended members are not entitled to a voice or vote in regularly scheduled meetings, special meetings, or events sponsored by the Local.

Section 7
Reinstatement of former member – Any member who has withdrawn from the Local, or who has been suspended from membership for any reason may be reinstated at any regularly scheduled meeting, or special meeting, after first being nominated by a member in good standing, and receiving a majority vote of the members present.


A reinstated member shall be required to pay a reinstatement fee for the International at the present day rate. The reinstated member shall also pay in full any and all assessments levied during his/her absence of membership, and all back dues paid at the prevailing rate during the time of non- membership. The reinstated member may be placed on probation for a period of up to, but not to exceed, one (1) years time, at the discretion of the Local or the Local President.

Section 8
Misconduct and charges – Except as otherwise provided for in the Constitution and By-Laws of the International Association of Fire Fighters, any member of this Local shall be subject to reprimand, fine, fine, suspension, expulsion, or other disciplinary action when engaging in conduct detrimental to the best interests of the Local, which places of tends to place them or the Local in disrepute with other labor organizations, employers, Local members, or the public. Additionally, any action advocating or encouraging any labor dispute, in any type of negotiations, or any form of membership in a rival organization or association, shall be grounds for charges of misconduct.

Article IV
Meetings

Section 1
Regular Meetings – Regular meetings shall be held once each month on the first Wednesday of the month, or when a conflict arises with that date, then the second Wednesday of the month. Advance notice of seven (7) calendar days of such meeting shall be posted in each fire station of the City of Euclid.

Section 2
Special Meetings – Special meetings may be called by vote of the majority of the Executive Board, or by petition signed by at least ten (10) percent of the members in good standing of the Local. Notification of such special meetings shall be made at least 72 hours prior to the start of the meeting and such notices shall be posted in each fire station in the City of Euclid. The notice shall state the nature of the business to be considered at such meeting, and no other business than that stated shall be in order at such meeting.

Section 3
Quorum – The quorum for any meeting of this Local either regular or special, shall be ten (10) percent of the members in good standing.

Section 4
Right of members – Every member in good standing shall have the right to attend any meeting and to participate in such meeting in accordance with the recognized rules as set forth in the manual of parliamentary procedures adopted by the Local. Members shall not conduct themselves in such a manner as to not interfere with the legal or contractual obligations of the Local or the International Union.
Section 5
Rules for meetings – The rules contained in the Atwood’s Rules for Meetings shall govern the meetings of this Local in all cases not in conflict wit this Constitution and By-Laws, or the Constitution and By-Laws of the International Association of Fire Fighters or interpretations of these documents.

Article V
Officers and Elections

Section 1
The officers of this Local shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Sergeant-at-Arms, whose terms of office shall be for one (1) year, from May 1 through April 30 of the following year. Also, there shall be a Board of Trustees consisting of three (3) members in good standing, who shall serve for a term of three (3) years each. One trustee will be elected each year during the regular elections of this Local. The Executive Board of this Local shall consist of the elected officers of the Local, excluding the Trustees and Station Stewards.


The position of Station Steward shall be an elected position within the Local. Station Steward nominations will be held at the regularly scheduled November meeting, and elections shall be held at the regularly scheduled December meeting. Elections to this position will be by a simple majority (show of hands). Terms for the position of Station Steward shall commence on January 1, and run through December 31. 

Section 2
Eligibility for Office – Any member in good standing for a period of one (1) year prior to the date of election shall be eligible to hold any elected office of the Local.

Section 3
Right of Candidates – Every candidate for office shall have the right to request distribution of campaign literature, by mail or otherwise, to all members in good standing, at the candidates own personal expense. If this request is granted by the Local, all other candidates for office shall receive the same privilege. There shall be no discrimination in favor of or use against any candidate with regard to the use of membership lists.

Section 4
Use of funds prohibited in election – No funds received by this Local through initiation fees, assessments, or dues or otherwise shall be contributed to or applied to promote the candidacy of any person in elections of officers. This section does not prevent the expenditure of union funds for notices, factual statements of issues or other necessary expenses to conduct elections so long as they do not involve promotion of any candidate.

Section 5
Method of Nomination and Election – All members in good standing shall be given at least fifteen (15) days notice, via notices posted in each fire station in the City of Euclid, of the date, time and place at which elections shall be held. Any member in good standing may nominate eligible members for office. Elections shall be by firehouse secret ballot, whenever there is more than one candidate for any elected office. Any candidate for an office for which there is only one nomination shall be elected to that office by acclimation at the time of the election. Ballots for contested offices will be made available at Euclid Fire Station #1 Thursday to Saturday during the last pay period in April. Any ballots received after 0830 hours Sunday morning shall not be opened, but shall be clearly marked VOID, and shall be kept on file along with legal ballots, for the prescribed time period. There shall be no voting by proxy in any election of Local Union Officers. The candidate receiving a majority vote shall be declared elected.

Section 6
Elections Committee – When necessary due to contested elections, the Local President shall appoint an Elections Committee which shall be responsible for composing, distributing and tabulating the ballots and shall have functions as are provided in Article XIII, Section 11 of the Constitution and By-Laws of the International Association of Fire Fighters.

Each candidate for office shall be entitled to appoint one observer who shall be permitted to witness the manner of distribution and casting of ballots and attend the meeting of the Elections Committee at which the votes are tabulated.

Section 7
Ballots preserved – The ballots and all other records of an election of officers shall be preserved by the Secretary of the Local for one (1) year.

Section 8
Vacancies in Office – Should the office of President become vacant for any reason, the Vice President shall assume the office for the remainder of the term. In the case of vacancies in other elected offices, the President shall have the authority and duty to appoint a member in good standing to fill the office for the remainder of the term.

Article VI
Duties of Officers

Section 1
President – It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Executive Board. He shall be the executive head of the Local. He shall be a member ex-officio of all committees. He shall appoint such committees as may be provided for in the Constitution and By-Laws of the International as this document relates to the Local. He shall have general supervision of the activities of the other officers and chairmen of all committees.

The President shall discharge on behalf of the Local such duties as may be imposed on him/her by applicable law including the execution and filing of any reports to federal or state authorities, and he shall cause to be maintained by the Local such records as the law requires to be kept in support of reports filed by it. The President by virtue of his election, shall be a delegate of this Local to the Convention of the International.

Section 2
The Vice President shall assist the President in such a manner as the President may determine. In the absence of the President, he/she shall preside at meetings of the Local and the Executive Board.

Section 3
The Secretary shall have custody of all documents, records, books, and papers belonging to the Local, except as may be otherwise provided by the Constitution and By-Laws. He/She shall keep an accurate record of the meetings of the Local and of the Executive Board, of which he/she shall be Secretary. He/She shall conduct the correspondence of the Local promptly. He/She shall maintain the official list of members in good standing, which shall be kept accurately and on a current basis.


The Secretary shall discharge on behalf of the Local such duties as may be imposed on him/her by applicable laws including the execution and filing of any reports to federal or state authorities, and he/she shall cause to be maintained by the Local such records as the law requires to be kept in support of reports filed by it.

Section 4
The Treasurer shall receive all money due to the Local, from whatsoever source, and shall disburse the same only by official check of the Local in conformity with a vote of the Local. He/She shall maintain and keep current a record of members with their dues payments, assessments and all financial transactions promptly and accurately entered. He/She shall be prepared to exhibit receipts and vouchers upon audit of his/her books. He shall forward the annual audit of the Local to the International Secretary-Treasurer over the seal of the Local, not later than June 1 of each year.


In addition to the above stated duties, the Treasurer, with the assistance of the Trustees, shall submit a two (2) year budget to the Executive Board for review by November 1 of each odd numbered year. The final budget will be submitted to members for a vote at the first regularly scheduled meeting of each year.

Section 5
The Sergeant-at-Arms will maintain order at all meetings and or gatherings; will act as guide at initiation ceremonies; and perform any other duties the President wishes to bestow upon him.

In addition to the duties noted herein, the Sergeant-at-Arms shall be the Chief Steward for the Local, and shall be responsible for presiding over the Grievance committee and all of its meetings and proceedings. The grievance committee will consist of the Chief Steward and a minimum of two (2) Station Stewards.

Section 6
The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Sergeant-at-Arms. It shall be the duty of the Executive Board to exercise general supervision and control of the invested funds and property of the Local. It shall have the authority to act in the same name as the Local during intervals between meetings, such acts being subject to confirmation by the membership at the next regular meeting of the Local, or a special meeting called for such acts. It shall provide for an annual audit of the Treasurer’s books, by the Trustees. It shall meet at the call of the President or on petition signed by a majority of its members.
Section 7
All officers and employees of the Local who handle funds or property of the Local shall be bonded in such amounts as may be required by the Board of Trustees and the International Secretary-Treasurer, in compliance with applicable law. The expense of such bonds shall be borne by the International.
Article VII
Delegates and Alternates to Association Conventions

Section 1
The President, by virtue of his election, shall be a delegate of this Local to the convention of the International Association of Fire Fighters.

Section 2
An alternate delegate to the Convention of the International Association of Fire Fighters may be elected at a regular meeting of the Local by majority vote. He/She may act as a second delegate to the Convention or may act in place of the President in case that the President elects not to attend the Convention.

Article VIII
Initiation Fees, dues and Assessments

Section 1
An initiation fee equal to three (3) months dies shall be paid at the present monthly rate of the Local. The International initiation fee shall be paid by the Local out of these funds. The initiation fee is due and payable within six (6) months of the member being accepted into the Local.

Section 2                        Rates of initiation fees, reinstatement fees, dues of assessments will be set by the membership. Any proposed change(s) in these fees requires notice of such to be given to the members in good standing at least thirty (30) days in advance of the meeting that the vote will be taken on proposed rate changes. The proposed rate change(s) must be passed by a 2/3 majority vote of members present at a regularly scheduled or special meeting.                           

Section 3                       Assessments may be made by a majority vote of the members in good standing in a referendum conducted by secret ballot.

Section 4
Reinstatement fees shall be defined in Article III, Section 6.

Article IX
Misconduct, Trials and Appeals

Section 1
Any member charged with misconduct as defined in Article XV of the International Constitution and By-Laws shall be served with written specific charges as required in Article XVI of the International Constitution and By-Laws, and be given a reasonable time to prepare his defense and afforded a hearing as provided in Article XVII of the International Constitution and By-Laws.

Section 2
Appeals may be made in accordance with Article XVII of the International Constitution and By-Laws, such appeal must be filed with the President of the International within thirty (30) days of the action to be appealed.
Article X
Audit

Section 1
This Constitution and By-Laws under its provisions may be amended by a two-thirds vote, provided each member in good standing is notified, in writing of the proposed amendment at least fifteen (15) days in advance of the meeting at which the vote is to be taken.

Section 2
Following approval of the Local membership, a proposed amendment to this Constitution or any By-Laws made under its provisions shall be submitted for approval to the International President prior to its printing or issuance.
Article XI
Management, Investment, and Disbursement of Union Funds and Property

Section 1
Funds and property of this Local may not be invested, used or distributed except upon approval of the membership at a regular or special Local meeting. The Executive Board, at its discretion, may disburse up to $500.00 per expenditure without approval of the membership, providing these expenditures are disclosed as part of the Treasurer’s report at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Local.

Section 2
All investments, use, or disbursement of funds and property of the Local must meet with provisions of Article XIII, Section 10, of the International Constitution.

Section 3
The Local 337 Sub-relief fund shall be administered by the Treasurer at the direction of the Local 337 Executive Board. The only allowable disbursements from this fund will be for the purpose of dealing with a sudden catastrophic event which affects the Local or one or more of its members, and for the purpose of paying the death benefit currently in place for retired members and their spouses.

The death benefit paid to retired members will be as follows: in the event of the death of a retired member of the Local, his/her spouse, or estate shall be entitled to a one time payment of $1,000. If a retired member of the Local is preceded in death by his/her spouse, the retired member of the Local shall be entitled to a one time payment of $500. This benefit will only be paid one time, and not upon the death of each individual family member.
Section 4                        The local will have a S.A.C. (Strategic Action Committee) Fund. This fund will be kept separately from the Local’s other funds, and any expenditure out of this fund must be approved by the membership.
Article XII
Members Expenses and Pay

Section 1
Members of the Local shall be allowed a per diem rate of $35.00 per day when, at the discretion of the Local President, they work a minimum of 2 ½ hours in a given day, on union business. Per diem shall not be paid when a member is on duty with the department, or when the member has been granted union time off duty for the purpose of conducting union business.
Section 2
Members of the Local shall be allowed a daily expense allowance of $65.00 per day, for meals and miscellaneous expenses, when representing the Local at functions outside the city.

Section 3
Requests for per diem pay and expense allowances shall be submitted in writing to the Local President, who after approval, will submit to the Treasurer such requests for payment. The Treasurer will track all such payments and report the same to the membership upon request.

Section 4
Principal officers of the Local, including the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Sergeant-at-Arms, shall be rebated all Union dues paid during the year, excluding any special assessments, during the month of May following their terms of office.
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